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Project Abstract:
This project focused on providing a series of proven effective tasks that will
enhance students’ learning process through technology while avoiding time
consuming activities that might be appealing but ineffective in terms of language
acquisition.
For this purpose, the researcher proposes to carry out a series of tasks involving
technological tools such as iPads, e-portfolios, podcasts, blogs and videos among
others considering how they help students to develop independency and creative
thinking skills; in other words, how technology can be used to empower students to
make them become active participants of their own learning process. Every task
presented in this project was carefully designed and standardized through rubrics
to meet students’ needs according to the specific course standards and carried out
following a schedule. The proposed tasks suggested to different groups of students
aimed to see its effects at different levels of knowledge and that way allow us to
identify core elements that could make them adaptable to different classroom
environments. Afterwards, the results of students’ who took part in those tasks
were compared with the ones who did not participate in them to contrast results
and identify level of effectiveness. That led us to very important conclusions in
terms of effectiveness of certain task, and it also allowed us to identify certain
elements of distraction that will be improved in further research.
The best samples of our students’ work are currently available in the official site of
the project (http://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2012/12/26/bienvenidos-aondina-english-world/), where comments and posts are more than welcome. Later
on, the results will also be presented at UPC’s official blog.
This report contains a clear description of the different tasks that were part of the
research, including a set of instructions, a rubric and an evaluation of effectiveness
in the final conclusions as sharing this information with other fellow teachers is one
of our aims. The whole purpose of this information exchange is to establish a
network of professionals who can share their successful learning experiences with
their peers and create a bank of proven effective tasks that can be used and
adapted to different classroom settings.
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Introduction
In order to explain the main reason for carrying out a research about the use of
technology in the classroom it is necessary to quote the famous words of Alice
from the book Alice in Wonderland, and say that the latest technological tools led
us to grow “Curioser and Curioser”. Because technology is not just connected to
design, it is basically a live proof of what an authentically creative mind can do
when effectively and well focused; and that way, Creativity and Education work
hand in hand in the academic development of digital natives.
What experience has taught us is that using technology in the classroom is one of
the most effective ways to engage students in their own learning experience, and
encourage them to share knowledge while enriching each other’s work. However,
the biggest challenge is that most of the people involved in that educational
process are actually digital immigrants. The following project tries to build up a
bridge to connect both valuable experiences inside the classroom to improve the
learning environment itself.
Focusing on our specific context, being an English teacher in Peru implies more
than being a specialist in one’s subject. It requires from the teacher to master all
imaginable topics from pedagogy to educational psychology and counseling. The
problem is that most teachers learn from experience rather than formal training and
of course without adequate academic guidance. Unfortunately, many times that
leads to an alarming lack of creativity and proper academic work in core areas of
our daily practice such as, lesson delivery and curricula. For that reason, this
project aims to help fellow teachers with their daily practice, because the amount of
technological tools available nowadays could be overwhelming for the so called
digital immigrants and may lead them to wrong practices when using them in the
classroom.
The series of tasks provided by this research have proven to have a direct effect
on students’ performance and are presented in a format that is really teacherfriendly. The main purpose of having this information available in the web is to
enable teachers with little or no access to professional training to learn from
successful experiences which are easily adaptable to varied classroom settings.

That way they will enrich their practice through knowledge and experience and
contribute to the educational improvement of thousands of students in our country
who see in the learning of a language a unique opportunity to grow both,
professionally and personally, because language is not just communication, it is
also culture.
To sum up, as a member of the prestigious Laureate Universities, UPC is actively
engaged in the use of new technologies to be applied in their online courses as
well as the face to face regular classes. The university is looking forward to
opening the doors of our traditional classrooms to let in a refreshing, innovative,
and creative teaching practice. A practice which will lead our students to the future
of their education, were they become the main protagonists of their own learning
process.

1. Objectives
1.1 General Objective
The principal aim to this research project was to provide an answer to the
following research question:
“How to use technology in our classroom in a proven effective way?”
However, this was not the only relevant issue that raised at that time, and
that is how the following complementary research questions were
elaborated to complement it.
“How can effectiveness be proven?”
“How the tasks can be flexible enough to adapt to a variety of classroom
settings?
“What kinds of tools will be used during this research?”
Considering those questions, a series of tasks were chosen in order to find
which ones proved to enhance students’ learning process through an
authentically effective use of technology in the classroom.
The specific objectives described below answer directly to these questions
and were the core of the research methodology applied during this project,
which will be detailed later in this report.

1.2 Specific Objectives
•

Avoid time consuming activities that might be appealing but
ineffective in terms of language acquisition.

•

Provide a format to be used when elaborating proposed activities for
different classroom settings.

•

Share this experience with others supporting the free exchange of
information on the web.

•

Empower students to become active participants in their own learning
process.

•

Use technological tools to develop independency and creative
thinking skills in the students.

1.3 Research Methodology
The Research Methodology applied during this project was primarily
qualitative as the input used to evaluate the effectiveness of tasks
focused on students’ performance and outcomes, rather than grades.
In order to do so, the activities were first elaborated according to a
specific skill, either written or oral. Though, it is important to consider
that most of the tasks carried out as part of this research were part of a
syllabi, and for that reason there was some content to be covered and
had to be considered at the moment of elaborating the task.
After choosing the task, a careful description was developed,
considering general and specific objectives, as well as three key
moments of it (before, during, after) to be used as guidance and to
assure the project focuses on the established objectives. Along with the
task description a rubric was provided to help the participants
understand what was expected from them while carrying out the task.
Finally, detailed instructions were given to students describing the whole
process.
Regarding the tools chosen for each particular task, they were evaluated
considering previous experiences and results in other contexts. Each
tool was explored ahead and its possibilities to fulfil the objectives of the
task analyzed. Nevertheless, each task considered a variety of tool
options, keeping in mind the particular characteristics of each group and
their computer skills.
As a result of this process, a lot of data was collected and evaluated to
be presented in this report. In addition, the final conclusions were
supported by students’ grade reports, comparing them with the ones of
other groups which did not take part in the research tasks.

2. Project’s Background:
In our globalized world the importance of a lingua franca has become more
evident among those who participate actively in the exchange of information
and goods that takes place mostly in this whirl of information known as the
internet. As a faculty member at UPC (Universidad Peruana de Ciencias
Aplicadas) in Lima, Peru is evident the increasing demand for bilingual
professionals that are proficient enough to live and work in English speaking
contexts. However, not all the students present the same knowledge of the
language to be able to face different situations required in a working
environment.
It is exactly for this reasons that we, at UPC, are constantly working towards
better and more effective programs to fulfill the needs of most of them trying
to provide enough tools to improve their language skills focusing on
independent learning.
Therefore, UPC is fostering a series of blended courses where the student
is the main protagonist of his own learning, empowering them through
various tasks provided by all the professors in our virtual classroom. One of
the most common problems the faculty members have to face when
proposing an online activity is to be sure it will provide two important
elements: long lasting knowledge and a clear sense of accomplishment. As
simple as it sounds it is actually quite complicated to get the perfect balance
between both and at the same time avoid activities that are time consuming
and not necessarily effective.
Throughout this research period we have carried out several online tasks
involving different degrees of difficulty. We have also included the result of
additional tasks carried out outside UPC as previously discussed with the
advisor, to enhance the effectiveness of the proposed set of tasks. The
whole process was developed according to the scope and sequence
presented below:
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Project Timetable

Tools

April

Interview: “Meet someone really
interesting”

Video

Blog post
Blog: “Memories from Ireland”

Forum: “Child labour”

May

Blog: “To kiss or not to kiss”

Forum 2: “Travel nightmares”
June

Visual aids (ppts, Youtube ,
pictures, websites, etc)

Post
Visual aids (you tube links ,
pictures, etc)

Prezi: Animal Migration.

Prezi

Blog: “The Green Corner” critique to
others’ projects.

Post

Visual aids
Issu: Online Magazine (various topics)
Issu online tools
E-Portfolio: analysis of varied tasks
carried out during the semester including a final
report.
July

Radio Show: Samples of different radio
shows produced as part of a class task related to
media and bias.

Online Blackboard tools
iPads

Recording apps
Short Films: Original short films created
according to different genres.

Audio effects apps

Video
Present first draft of Project’s final report.
Visual effects
August

Correction of first draft.

Present Project’s Final Report
nd

(deadline: Aug 22 )

In order to develop authentically effective tasks which could be applied in
different classroom settings it is important to identify the general problems
the use of technology presents in many classrooms settings in Peru. One of
the most common mistakes is the actual use of it, let’s stop for a second and
ask ourselves: What is the purpose of using a smart board in class? Or an
iPad? If the teacher uses them just for taking notes, playing or storing
information then, what is the difference between using a regular board and a
notebook? For many fellow teachers, who are digital immigrants, using
technology in their classrooms fulfills two main needs: one is to be able to
work faster, so they can effectively cover the program; and the other is to
entertain students, so they will not get bored while carrying out the task.
Unfortunately both perspectives have nothing to do with an effective use of
technology in the classroom because they are missing the whole point of
those tools, which is to serve as a means for a specific goal. That goal
should be defined right from the start considering the specific course
standards, and it is the core of the proposed task. This project supports the
development of each task in terms of motivation and creativity or creative
thinking, as regarded bellow.

2.1 Motivation in a self-learning environment
In general terms motivation is understood as the ability of an individual
to find satisfaction when carrying out a task and it is that satisfaction
itself the source of the strength he needs to continue with it through a
period of time, regardless the difficulties. As part of the English
Department at UPC, one of our main goals is to help our students to
become independent learners and it is exactly then when motivation
plays an important role in the educational practice. According to
Professor Teresa Amabile “[…] people will be most creative when they
feel motivated primarily by the interest, enjoyment, satisfaction, and
challenge of the work itself – and not by external pressures [such as,
grades, school requirements, etc.]”. (1990:67) She even states, that any

action primarily motivated by external factors is doomed right from the
start. So there comes our main concern: How could we keep our
students motivated till the end? We have concluded that the key to
success is to keep them engaged through a series of appealing tasks
that will require the use of creativity to produce an original, unique
outcome.
Such a task may require a huge amount of time and sacrifice from the
students who also have other responsibilities in addition to their English
classes. However, we have been able to observe that in cases, when
students are highly motivated they find their way through and come up
with

very

creative

proposals

and

of

excellent

quality.

As

Csikszentmihályi states the main ingredient for a sustained creative
effort is the possibility to obtain satisfaction from it more than
recognition:
“If the students really expected their rewards to come from the activity
itself rather than from its results, then one can understand why they are
able to persevere in their hazardous vocation – a vocation that is both
without

financial

security

immediate

social

recognition”.

(Csikszentmihályi 1990: 197)
For all of the above mentioned we must acknowledge two ways in which
motivation affects the creative process: first as a source of endless
histamine to carry out with the specific task for an indefinite period of
time; and second as a means of self-satisfaction as the product itself is
the best reward. A mind focused in its own work is less affected by
possible distractions and keen to keep up with the pace required to
finish the task.

2.2 Creative thinking and the digital classroom
Talking about creative thinking implies describing a process in which a
specific sequence of steps led us to the completion of a specific task;

and it is this unique human trait which needs to be trained to help us
improve our lives.
Typically creative minds have developed thinking skills that allow them
to identify the nature of the problem before even thinking about possible
solutions. That is what we call process of analysis, and it is right there
where creative thinking skills help us produce countless possible
solutions for a specific task. The activities proposed in this project aim to
develop creative thinking skills in our students, the kind of skills that can
be applied to any aspect of their lives, not only the academic.
In order to develop these skills a teacher must be able to provide a
sequence of tasks that require their effective use in their process; to do
so, we must introduce the distinction Mc Graw makes between given
problems and solved problems. The former are the ones he considers
algorithmic because of the clarity of its statement and the fact that there
is just one way to solve them. This kind of activities do not leave too
much space for innovation and aimed to teach standard processes more
than challenge one’s creativity. The latter, are the ones he calls heuristic
due to the fact that their solution requires from creative thinking (Amabile
1990: 63). Those are the ones we tried to develop and monitor during
this research project, because they require from our students the use of
personal skills to reach a specific goal and enrich the original proposal.
However, applying one’s creativity does not mean ignoring previous
knowledge and experience. Every possible solution to the proposed task
is invariably based on experience and the innovation origins in the
unique way we combine our resources to reach a solution. As Boden
states “[…] a creative idea is not only improbable, but impossible” (1994:
79) only until it appears in someone’s mind.
The series of activities proposed bellow are an example of how
technology could be used not only to enhance students’ performance in
class, but also to make them active participants of their own learning
process.

3. Task 1: Interview
Theme: “Meet someone really interesting”
•

Duration of task: 2 weeks. Deadline : April 15th

•

Students had to videotape an interview to someone they consider really
interesting, highlighting the reasons of their choice. A set of Instructions and a
rubric were provided. (See Appendix A)

•

Status: Successful.

•

link:

http://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2014/05/23/meet-someone-

really-interesting/

3.1 Description:
General Objective:
Students will practice different structures related to asking questions and
providing personal information while keeping up a natural conversation
based on a specific topic.

Specific Objectives:
•

Develop an interview focusing in a specific topic.

•

Identify key elements for an appealing interview and put them in
practice.

•

Record an interview and edit it.

Project description:
a) Before the Task:
Students revised a set of questions from their books focusing on
interesting experiences they have had and discussed them in pairs.
After that some volunteers were invited to share some interesting details
they found out about their partners.
That day, students should get in groups to write a list of similar
questions to ask someone considering the main theme is to find
something interesting about others.

The following session students listen to 2 different anecdotes of people
paying attention to the way they emphasize relevant information using
some expressions and tenses. (e.g. Suddenly I’m walking all by myself
and I find this car parked in the middle of the way).
They finish the session getting in groups of four and sharing personal
anecdotes applying the new techniques.
All these activities are aimed to awaken curiosity among peers and that
way make the task of finding someone to interview easier.

b) During the Task:
Students get together in their original groups once again and revise the
questions they have proposed at first, making any necessary questions
to focus in the main theme which is to interview someone with an
interesting life.
They receive feedback from their peers and the teacher in relation to the
questions and start organizing their interview (who will be the
interviewee, location for their interview, assign different responsibilities,
etc.)
The last fifteen minutes of every class are assigned to the project so
they can receive assessment.
A week before the final presentation students will have to present the
first version of their interview to receive feedback.
Every group should present their recorded interviews on time to be
evaluated.

c) After the task:
Students upload their videos in blackboard and receive feedback about
their project based on the rubric given at the beginning. If there is any
question it should be answered individually.

3.2 Evaluation
• During the development of the project the students who took
advantage of feedback and made several attempts before recording the
final version of their interview were the ones with better results.
• The majority of the students did not present any problems to
understand the content of the project once the instructions were clearly
presented.
• The two sessions of 20 minutes devoted to provide feedback and
assessment to students proved to be fruitful.
• It will be recommendable to ask students for an outline of their
interview before they start working on it, so they do not miss the main
theme of the task.

4. Task 2: Forum
Theme 1: “Child Labour”
•

Duration of task: 2 weeks. Deadline: April 27th

•

Students

watch

a

video

based

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7f7q8n0abo

on

the

given

topic

)

and

answer

two

discussion questions. Additionally, they should comment on a classmate’s
post. A set of Instructions and a rubric were provided. (See Appendix B)
•

Status: successful

•

Link: Not available for public but it has being properly registered. (See

Appendix B)
Theme 2: “Travel Nightmares”
•

Duration of task: 2 weeks. Deadline: June 1st

•

Students watched a video based on the given topic and answer two

discussion questions (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75GpUWPRxQ0 ).
Additionally, they should comment on a classmate’s post.
Instructions and a rubric were provided. (See appendix B)

A set of

•

Status: fairly successful

•

Link: Not available for public but it has being properly registered

(See appendix B).

4.1 Description
General Objective:
Students will express their opinion on different topics based on provided
information, being sure to explain their point clearly and with enough
support.

Specific Objectives:
•

Develop skills to provide a clear opinion based on visual aids.

•

Identify key elements in a logical argument for or against a
specific point of view.

•

Practice writing skills.

Project description:
a) Before the task:
Students participate orally in various video discussions where they
express their position for or against specific opinions expressed there.
Their opinions are evaluated according to content and support following
a rubric presented ahead.

b) During the task:
The instructions for both forums are presented and explained in class.
Students are told to visit the link with the discussion question and a
video to answer focusing on key elements in the question. They will
revise the rubric of evaluation and solve any doubts about it. Deadlines
will be given ahead and the evaluation system will be explained.

Evaluation system: every student will participate in each forum twice so,
each participation will be scored over 10 points. In the end both scores
will be averaged to get the final grade

c) After the task:
Students will receive feedback for each participation based on the rubric
given in the beginning. If there is any question it should be answered
individually.

4.2 Evaluation
• During the development of the project the students who took
advantage of feedback provided through mail were able to improve their
comments in future posts.
• The majority of the students did not present any problems to
understand the content of the project once the instructions were clearly
presented.
• The videos were an excellent tool to introduce the discussion topic.
• The first forum task presented more active participation from students
while the second one was not that successful (only 50% of the class
actually post an answer).
• To help students engage with the task it is suggested to carry out a
survey about some topics of interest.
• As the second part of the semester is busier it will be recommendable
to devote some time of the class to allow them to post some comments
in the forum.
5. Task 3: Blog
Theme 1: “Memories from Ireland”
•

Duration of task: 2 weeks. Deadline: May 4th

•

Students had to post a comment on a given topic (describe their

dream destination) providing personal information if available. In addition,

they should comment on a classmates’ post. A set of Instructions and a
rubric were provided. (See appendix C)
•

Status: successful

•

Link:

http://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2014/04/21/james-

joyce-museum/

Theme 2: “To Kiss or not to Kiss”
•

Duration of task: 2 weeks. Deadline: May 25th

•

Students had to post a comment on a given topic (Cultural shock)

providing personal information if available. In addition they should comment
on a classmates’ post. A set of Instructions and a rubric were provided. (See
appendix C)
•

Status: successful

•

Link: http://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2014/05/08/31/

Theme 3: “The Green Corner: Why is it important to protect migration routes?”
•

Duration of task: 2 weeks. Deadline: June 15th

•

Students had to visit all the Prezis published on that post and

evaluate which was the best in their opinion supporting their choice. In
addition they should comment on a classmates’ post. A set of Instructions
and a rubric were provided. (See appendix C)
•

Status: successful

•

Link: http://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2014/05/23/the-green-

corner-why-is-it-important-to-protect-migration-routes/

5.1 Description
General Objective:
Students will express their opinion naturally and share their personal
experiences on different topics based on a given sample from a blog
post.

Specific Objectives:
•

Develop skills to provide a clear opinion and description of events.

•

Identify key elements in a specific blog post and be able to produce
their own.

•

Practice writing skills (cohesion & coherence).

Project description:
a) Before the task:
Students will develop a series of written tasks in class based on
different topics from the book. That way they will revise the principal
features of academic writing in terms of format and content.
b) During task:
Students will take part in 3 blog posts where they will provide
information on a given topic using personal experience and research.
An example will be given for each case. At the beginning of each task
a sample answer will be posted, and students will have two weeks to
post their comment. Instructions for every task will be uploaded in the
file and explained in class. Students are expected to express their
ideas clearly and giving support. They should participate twice
including a comment to one of their classmates posts as well as their
own answer. Both elements will be considered for grading.

c) After task:
Students receive feedback on their posts based on a rubric given at
the beginning of the task.

5.2 Evaluation:
•

During the development of the project the students who worked

ahead of time had the best posts.
•

The majority of the students did not present any problems to

understand the content of the project once the instructions were clearly
presented.
•

The posts related to personal experiences were longer and presented

an identifiable writing style.
•

Participation decrease throughout the semester because of time

constrains it is advisable to schedule some lab sessions to provide students
with options to participate within class hours.
• To help students engage with the task it is suggested to carry out a survey
about some topics of interest.
• For a future class it could be interesting to let some students take the lead
in some posts that way we promote independent learning.

6. Task 4: Prezi
Theme 4: “The Green Corner: Why is it important to protect migration
routes?”
•

Duration of task: 2 weeks. Deadline: June 6th

•

Students researched about animals with important migration routes

which were in danger of extinction providing information of animal features,
environment, migration routes, problems faced and possible solutions. They
should use all the information to prepare a Prezi presentation that will help
them in an oral report. A set of Instructions and a rubric were provided. (See
appendix D)
•

Status: successful

•

Students do not belong to UPC.

•

Link to all Prezis:

http://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2014/05/23/the-green-corner-whyis-it-important-to-protect-migration-routes/
6.1 Description
General Objective:
Students will practice how to make a presentation on a specific topic using
technology appropriately to support their participation. In addition they will
apply research skills practiced in class.

Specific Objectives:
•

Develop ability to organize information and present it effectively using
technology.

•

Choose important facts to create a Prezi presentation on a given
topic.

•

Practice fluency and accuracy.

Project description:
a) Before the Task:
Students revised a series of articles about Monarch butterflies and their
migration route, to answer a questionnaire about them. Later, they will write
an article about these animals and describe how pollution affects them
directly. This activity is aimed to raise awareness on environmental
protection.

b) During the Task:
Students get together in groups of 4 and choose an animal with a specific
migration route and which is affected by pollution the same way Monarchs
are. They will develop a Prezi presentation describing the main features of
this animal, and its migration route highlighting pollution effects in it. Finally
they will include information of some organizations that are trying to help the
animal as a way to find a solution to the problems they face.

c) After the task:
Students present their projects during class and share their prezis in our
class blog to be evaluated by other blog participants in order to enrich their
experience. They will be evaluated based on the rubric given at the
beginning. If there is any question it should be answered individually.

6.2 Evaluation
•

The activities carried out before starting the research for the project

help students become aware of pollution effect in our natural environment.
•

The majority of the students did not present any problems to

understand the content of the project once the instructions were clearly
presented.
•

It is suggested to schedule a visit to a Monarch Butterfly Preserve

programme taking place at a school nearby.

7. Task 5: Online Magazine
•

Duration of task: 3 weeks. Deadline : June 16th

•

Students elaborate their own proposal for an online magazine with at least
eight pages of content. A set of instructions and a rubric were provided.
(See Appendix E)

•

The original proposal was a group task but because of students’ request it
was carried out as individual work.

•

Status: successful

•

Links:

http://issuu.com/lgrandez/docs/ride_or_die_pdf
http://issuu.com/georgematheo/docs/magazine
http://issuu.com/ramiro921/docs/revista_ramiro
Variation: The Green Magazine:
Link:

https://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2015/03/14/the-green-

corner-green-magazines/

7.1 Description
General Objective:
Students should work in the whole process of developing an online
magazine choosing a specific theme for it and including all the main features
of a regular magazine.
Specific Objectives:
•

Identify main features of a magazine.

•

Develop original articles to include.

•

Use technology to develop a digital magazine (issu.com).

Project description:
a) Before the Task:
Students revise different magazines to identify main features they have in
common. In addition they visit the site of issu.com to see how it works and
explore its main tools to develop digital magazines.

b) During the Task:
Students go over past articles written during class and choose the ones that
will go in the magazine. They will choose a main theme and divide their
magazine in sections.
Finally, they will start working on their magazine using issu.com including a
cover and Ads. For two weeks, the last 30 minutes of some sessions will
take place in the laboratory to work on their magazines. Every session will
be assessed.

c) After the task:
Students share their links and receive feedback on their project based on
the rubric given at the beginning. If there is any question it should be
answered individually. The appropriate use of technology and coherence
with the genre will be taken in consideration for their grading.

7.2 Evaluation
•

During the development of the project the students who worked

during the scheduled sessions and received proper feedback were
successful in their projects.
•

The majority of the students did not present any problems to

understand the content of the project once the instructions were clearly
presented.
•

The original proposal was in groups but students suggested to work

individually and it proved to be better in their particular case.

8. Task 6: E-portfolio
•

Duration of task: 10 days. Deadline: June 29th

•

Students analyze their own performance throughout the different
tasks assigned during the semester in a report. A set of Instructions
and a rubric were provided.

•

The report should contain conclusions as well as suggestions to
improve the tasks as a way of feedback.

•

Every student should attach in their personal file all the tasks carried
out during class and the report. A set of instructions and a rubric were
provided. (See appendix F).

•

Status: Successful.

•

Link: not available for public but it has being properly registered. (See
appendix F)

8.1 Description
General Objective:
Students will evaluate their own performance throughout the semester in
different tasks assigned during class to analyze degree of development in
terms of Message Organization, Format and Language.

Specific Objectives:
•

Develop analytical skills and critical thinking.

•

Identify key elements in self-study and assessment.

•

Practice writing skills.

Project description:
a) Before the task:
Students copy all their class tasks in the files with their names. The
class tasks include: 2 forums, news report, and online magazine.
b) During the task:
The instructions to present their e-portfolio are posted in blackboard
along with deadlines. They should prepare an analysis of their task
performance and present it as part of their personal file from the
class.
Evaluation system: every student will present their e-portfolio for
assessment according to rubric.
c) After the task:
Students will receive feedback for their participation based on the
rubric given in the beginning. If there is any question it should be
answered individually.

8.2 Evaluation
•

Students who were present in class during assessment sessions

were able to carry out successfully with the final report.
•

The majority of the students did not present any problems to

understand the content of the project once the instructions were clearly
presented.
•

Keeping an E-portfolio helped students to see their own evolution

during the semester and identify strengths and weaknesses clearly.

•

Even though a format was provided and exercises were carried out

during class, some students were unable to develop the report
independently.
• It will be advisable to develop other report tasks such as, books reports or
movie reports, before this final report to improve understanding.

9. Task 7: Podcast
Theme: Radio Show
•

Duration of task: 3 weeks. Deadline: 2013

•

Students from 9th grade high school created their own radio show and

recorded it. A set of instructions and a rubric were provided. (See Appendix G)
•

Status: successful

•

Link:

http://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2014/08/19/that-old-radio-show/
9.1 Description
General Objective:
Students will apply their oral skills developing a podcast as part of a radio
show choosing between fictional and non-fictional themes.

Specific Objectives:
•

Identify main features of different kinds of radio shows which were
popular in the 40s.

•

Develop an original script for a radio show.

•

Record and edit a podcast.

Project description:
a) Before the Task:
Students revised different kinds of radio shows that were very popular
during the 40s when TV was not the main entertainment. They will choose
one example of a show and make a short presentation to the class.

b) During the Task:
Students get in groups to start working on their radio show projects. They
will receive a timetable for it with important dates to present their advance
for feedback. They will start with the script and once it is ready and
corrected the recording process starts.
After finishing the recording process they should edit the final version of
their radio show before presentation.

c) After the task:
Students upload their podcasts (using Vocaroo or any other program) and
receive feedback on their project based on the rubric given at the beginning.
If there is any question it should be answered individually. The appropriate
use of technology and coherence with the genre will be taken in
consideration for their grading.
9.2 Evaluation
• Students who were present in class during assessment sessions
were able to carry out successfully with the task.
• The majority of the students did not present any problems to
understand the content of the project once the instructions were clearly
presented.
• Many groups included special effects in their recordings which were
not part of the original proposal as personal contribution to the task.
• Even though feedback was given and some class sessions were
devoted to project assessment, some groups decided not to take
advantage of that.
• It will be advisable to survey students for topics of interest next time so
they get engaged in the tasks easily next time.

10. Task 8: Short Film & Project Poe
Theme: Horror and Suspense
•

Duration of task: 1 month. Deadline: 2013

•

Students from 11th grade high school wrote an original script for a short film

and videotaped it. A set of instructions and a rubric were provided. (Appendix
H)
•

Status: successful

•

Link: http://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2014/08/18/our-short-film/

•

Blog

Link:

https://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2015/03/15/project-

poe/
•

ProjectPoe:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0Dr8qZD7m8&feature=youtu.be
Poe Quest: http://prezi.com/ml-2c8odnrss/poe-quest/
10.1 Description
General Objective:
Students will apply their language skills taking part in the whole process of
developing a short film as part of a group task.

Specific Objectives:
•

Identify main features of a specific film genre.

•

Develop an original script.

•

Record and edit it a short film using technology appropriately.

Project description:
a) Before the Task:
Students revised movie genres and work in pairs to make a brief review of
the main characteristics of each showing an example of their genre using
movie trailers. After that they will develop a comparative chart between short
film and regular films to present it to the rest of the class.
Students will receive a worksheet with some practical exercises to help
them develop a script. They will complete it in class and discuss it for further
explanation.

b) During the Task:
Students get in groups to start working on their short film projects. They will
receive a timetable with important dates to present their advance for
feedback. They will start with the script and once it is ready and corrected
the recording process starts.
Students should prepare locations, costume design and any special effects
if necessary according to the genre they have chosen.
After finishing the recording process they should edit the final version of
their short film before presentation.

c) After the task:
Students upload their videos in YouTube and receive feedback on their
project based on the rubric given at the beginning. If there is any question it
should be answered individually. The appropriate use of technology and
coherence with the genre will be taken in consideration for their grading.

10.2 Project Poe
This is a variation of the original short film project carried out during 2014
keeping the same age group and objectives of the original task, but based
on a reading plan of Edgar Allan Poe’s short stories.
Project description:
d) Before the Task:
Students develop a portfolio as part of their reading plan based on Edgar
Allan Poe’s short stories: “The Black cat”, “Berenice”, “The Oblong Box”,
“The Tell Tale Heart” and “The Oval portrait”.
They elaborate a biographical research about the author and his historical
context.

e) During the Task:
Each short story is analyzed and interpreted from different perspectives
considering the historical context and the background of the author.
After finishing with this process, students will choose their favorite story to
be interpreted in an original, new version, through a video they will record
specifically for this purpose. Animation and audio effects are included.
At the same time they work on a collective Prezi called “Poe Quest” where
students collect as much information as they can from the author and share
it online with the rest of the class. A brief report took place every week to
review new information added.

f) After the task:
Students upload their video in YouTube and receive feedback on their
project based on the rubric given at the beginning. If there is any question it
should be answered individually. The appropriate use of technology and
coherence with the genre will be taken in consideration for their grading.

10.3 Evaluation
• Identifying the main features of different genres before starting with
their script helped them to carry out the task easily.
• The majority of the students did not present any problems to
understand the content of the project once the instructions were clearly
presented.
• Working with their script during class allowed them to receive
assessment on time.

• Many groups included special effects and subtitles in their recordings
which were not part of the original proposal as personal contribution to
the task.
• The location of the film should be carefully chosen to prevent
background noise problems.

• Some groups presented audio problems with their recordings; it will
be advisable to make a sound test before recording the whole short film.
• Students must be more careful when working with quotes to give
appropriate references.

11. Task 9: Glogster
Theme: “The Best Band Ever!” & “A Really Touching Movie”
•

Duration of task: 2 weeks. Deadline: September 21st 2014

•

Undergraduate students from UPC enrolled in an intermediate level English

course. A set of instructions and a rubric were provided. (See Appendix I)
•

Status: successful

•

Link:

“The Best Band Ever!”: https://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2014/12/02/themusic-corner-best-band-ever/

“A Really Touching Movie”: https://ondinaenglishworld.wordpress.com/2014/12/02/areally-touching-movie/

11.1 Description
1. General Objective:
Students will express their musical tastes discussing about genres and
comparing different bands and singers.

2. Specific Objectives:
•

Compare and Contrast.

•

Identify the appropriate use of graphic organizers.

•

Practice the use of Glogster as a digital tool.

3. Project Description:
a) Before the task:
Students will discuss about their musical tastes, describing different
music genres and its main characteristics. They will take part in a
conversation about meaningful songs and why they chose them.

b) During task:
Students will work during class to develop a Glogsters about their
favorite band, singer or song. They should include enough information
and media resources to make it understandable for any audience
without further explanation. That way they will be practicing how to
summarize ideas properly and concisely.

c) After task:
Students receive feedback on their Glogster based on a rubric given at
the beginning of the task. The best Glogsters will be shared on the class
blog.
11.2 Evaluation
•

Most of the students got involved into this task as they were given
the option to choose which theme they rather work with.

•

Listening to students and let them be active members of their own
educational process is enriching.

•

There must be more emphasis on bibliographical references to
encourage academic integrity.

•

APA principles could be given as reference.

12. Conclusions
•

Taking part actively and independently in the proposed tasks
improved students’ knowledge and manage of the language which
could be seen in their final results. (See Graphic A)

•

Students who took part in this research belong to a career path other
than Translation and were able to achieve more successfully than the
students in the career, who are expected to have high standards of
language management. (See Graphic A)

•

The kind of tasks required for this research promoted the
development of leadership, and creative thinking skills which
according to the Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy required the use of High
Order Thinking Skills.

•

The average passing grade based on class performance was higher
in the class which took part in this research. This shows how their
participation in the different tasks has affected their performance
directly. (See Graphic B)

•

The group which took part in the research obtained the highest grade
in the final project of the semester (e-portfolio in this particular case).
(See Graphic C)

•

Every task developed in class should start with clear objectives to
assure the activity has a clear aim.

•

The number of students who pass the course was bigger in the case
of those who participated in the project. (See Graphic D)

•

It is important to keep in mind the main purpose of using a specific
technological tool in class. This must be chosen according to the
objectives of the task and not considering external interests such as
time constrains or enjoyment.

•

Involving students in the decision making process will help engage
them into the whole learning process.

•

The technological tool must be chosen according to the classroom
profile that is one of the main reasons why carrying out a class
survey is highly advisable, aiming to the optimization of the task.

•

Be able to effectively use and explore a new tool will give students a
sense of achievement that will enrich their learning experience.

•

Using technology in our classrooms will help our students to develop
independency and creative thinking skills which will then be projected
to other areas of their academic and professional life.
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Appendixes
Appendix A
Rubric: Interview
ACHIEVEMENT
LEVEL

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR

05-09

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors
below.

10-12

The student:
• Has difficulty understanding and following the instructions given for the
project.
• Makes a limited attempt to elaborate appropriately to direct questions in
an interview.
• Makes a limited attempt to interact during the interview.
• Makes a limited attempt to communicate information containing relevant
ideas in relation to the main topic of the interview.
• Uses limited vocabulary and grammatical structures, with frequent errors.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with
understanding difficult throughout the exchange.

many

errors,

making

• Makes a limited attempt to use language to suit the context.
13-15

The student:
• Shows understanding and covers some of the main instructions given for
the project.
• Elaborates some simple questions in a limited range of familiar
vocabulary; some questions are inappropriate.
• Occasionally interacts in basic structured exchanges on a limited variety
of aspects within the interview.
• Communicates some information containing relevant ideas according to
the main theme of the interview.
• Uses a basic range of vocabulary and grammatical structures, with some
inappropriate word choice and errors.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with some errors, some of which make
understanding difficult.
• Uses some language to suit the context.

16-18

The student:
• Covers most of the information required for the project.

• Responds appropriately to different questions about a specific topic.
• Usually interacts using structured exchanges within familiar situations.
• Communicates ample information containing relevant ideas and some
details in familiar situations.
• Makes good use of a basic range of vocabulary and grammatical
structures, generally accurately.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with some errors, though these do not
interfere with comprehensibility.
• Usually uses language to suit the context.
19-20

The student:
• Shows understanding of information in relation to the project.
• Responds appropriately to questions in a varied range of familiar
situations.
• Interacts in well-structured exchanges during the process of the interview.
• Communicates substantial information containing relevant ideas and
some details in direct connection to the main theme of the interview.
• Makes excellent use of a basic range of vocabulary and grammatical
structures, generally accurately.
• Uses clear pronunciation and intonation, which makes communication
easy.
• Uses language to suit the context.

Oral Task: Interview
Description of the Project:
You will work in groups to develop an interview to someone you find interesting for
a reason. Prepare a set of questions that will allow others to see why this person
has an interesting life. Once you have developed the questionnaire record your
interview and upload it to our blackboard site in the file named “Interview”.
Project timeline:
1.
Get in groups and prepare your set of questions. Present the questionnaire
for correction and feedback.
2.
Choose the person you will interview. (Consider if the person speaks
English and be sure to ask appropriate questions to show why he/she is
interesting).

3.
Record your interview in an appropriate place (consider location, silence,
quality of audio, etc.) If it is necessary record your interview more than once.
4.

Present the first version of your video in class to receive feedback.

5.
Edit your video and remember to include an introduction to the project
before the actual recording and a closure including credits.
6.
Upload your video in our blackboard. (If you have any problems use
YouTube to upload it and copy the link.
Deadline: Tuesday, April 15th by midnight.

Good Luck in your projects!
Prof. Marjorie Hernandez
pctrcher@upc.edu.pe

Appendix B
Rubric: Forum
MARKS
05-09
10-12

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR
The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
The student:
• Has difficulty understanding basic facts, main ideas and supporting details in the
main question of the forum.
• Has difficulty recognizing basic aspects of format and style, and author’s point of
view to establish his own.
• Makes a limited attempt to engage with the forum task through comments, opinions
and participation during the forum; makes minimal connections with own experiences
and attitudes.

13-15

• Shows limited understanding of the forum task as a whole and does not express his
point of view clearly.
The student:
• Identifies some basic facts, and main ideas in the material provided in the forum.
• Recognizes some basic aspects of format and style, and author’s point of view to be
able to make some comments on it.
• Occasionally engages with the forum by identifying ideas, stating opinions and
making some connections with own experiences and point of view.

16-18

• Shows some understanding of the task as a whole.
The student:
• Identifies most basic facts, main ideas and supporting details in the material
provided for the forum.
• Recognizes most basic aspects of format and style, and differences author’s point of
view from his own clearly.
• Usually engages with the task by expressing ideas, and opinions clearly; and
making ample connections with own experiences and attitudes.

19-20

• Shows considerable understanding of the content of the task as a whole.
The student:
• Identifies basic facts, more complex ideas and supporting details, and draws
conclusions during the forum with familiar language.
• Engages with the task by identifying ideas, opinions and by making substantial
connections with own experiences and attitudes.

• Shows thorough understanding of the task as a whole.

Written Task: Forum
Description of the Project:
There will be 2 forums this semester, each one based on topics related to our
class. Go to the menu on the left and under the label “Comunicación” click on
“Forum” there you will find the specific link to watch the video and answer the
questions. Remember to express your opinion clearly and giving support. You have
to participate twice in each forum either giving an opinion on the topic or
commenting your classmates’ opinions.
Project timeline:
1.

The first forum question and video will be posted on line.

2.

Students will have two weeks to participate twice.

3.
Every participation will be evaluated over 10 points and the final score of
each forum will be added.
4.

The final score of the two forums will be averaged.

5.

The activity will be assessed according to the rubric.

Deadline: Sunday 27th midnight
Good Luck!

Sample answers:
Theme 1: “Child Labour”

Theme 2: “Travel Nightmares”

Appendix C
Rubric: Blog
MARKS
05-09
10-12

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR
The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors
below.
The student:
• Has difficulty understanding basic facts, main ideas and supporting details in
the main topics of discussion from the blog.
• Has difficulty recognizing basic aspects of format and style to establish his
own.
• Makes a limited attempt to engage with the blog task through comments,
opinions and participation during the set time; makes minimal connections
with own experiences and attitudes.

13-15

• Shows limited understanding of the blog task as a whole and does not
express his point of view clearly.
The student:
• Identifies some basic facts, and main ideas in the material provided in the
blog as a sample.
• Recognizes some basic aspects of format and style, and author’s point of
view to be able to make some comments on it.
• Occasionally engages with the blog task by identifying ideas, stating
opinions and making some connections with own experiences and point of
view.

16-18

• Shows some understanding of the task as a whole.
The student:
• Identifies most basic facts, main ideas and supporting details in the material
provided for the specific blog task.
• Recognizes most basic aspects of format and style, and differences author’s
point of view from his own clearly.
• Usually engages with the task by expressing ideas, and opinions clearly;
and making ample connections with own experiences and attitudes.

19-20

• Shows considerable understanding of the content of the task as a whole.
The student:
• Identifies basic facts, more complex ideas and supporting details, and draws
conclusions during the blog participation with familiar language.

• Engages with the task by identifying ideas, opinions and by making
substantial connections with own experiences and attitudes.
• Shows thorough understanding of the task as a whole.
Written task 1: “Memories from Ireland”
Topic: Tell us about a place you have always wanted to visit. What is your dream
destination and why is it your dream to be there?
Description of the Project:
For this first task you will have to access our blog through the menu on the left;
under the label “General Information” you will find a file labeled “Blog” there I have
post the link to English World Blog. At the beginning of each task I will post an
announcement in blackboard to let you know about it, and you will have two weeks
to post your comment following the sample I left on the blog for you. Instructions for
every task will be uploaded in the file and explained in class. Remember to express
your ideas clearly and giving support. You have to participate twice: once to
answer the post and additionally, to comment one of your classmates’ posts.
Project timeline:
1.

The first blog task is posted (there is a sample comment in the blog).

2.

Answer the proposed topic with a post in our class blog. (150 word at least)

3.

Provide all the necessary information in your post and remember to make a

comment on other posts as well.
4.

Include a picture that represents your dream destination if possible.

5.

Remember to use your UPC mail to post your comments.

DEADLINE: Sunday May 4th at midnight.

Written task 2: Cultural Shock.
Topic: Have you ever traveled and felt surprised by a foreign costume? If you had
the opportunity to travel abroad tell us an anecdote you have had during your stay.
If not, find out about different costumes from other countries you find surprising.
Description of the Project:

For this second task you will have to access our blog through the link post in
“announcements”. You will have two weeks to post your comment following the
sample I left on the blog for you. Instruction for every task will be uploaded in the
file and explained in class. Remember to express your ideas clearly and giving
support. You have to participate only once per task but every participation should
include in addition to the task development a comment to one of your classmates’
posts.
Project timeline:
1.

The first blog task is posted (there is a sample comment in the blog).

2.

Answer the proposed topic with a post in our class blog. (150 word at least)

3.

Provide all the necessary information in your post and remember to make a

comment on other posts as well.
4.

Include any visual aids that help you explain the cultural shock.

5.

Remember to use your UPC mail to post your comments.

DEADLINE: Sunday May 25th at midnight.

Written Task 3: “The Green Corner”
Description of the project:
For this last blog post you will have to access the link on blackboard and go to the
post labeled “The Green Corner”. There you will find a series of Prezi projects
based on different animals in danger of extinction. Visit the links and choose the
best in your opinion. Provide feedback to the project and support your choice
clearly.
Project timeline:
1.

The third blog task is posted.

2.

Answer the proposed topic with a post in our class blog. (100 words at least)

3.

Provide all the necessary information in your post and remember to make a

comment on other posts as well.
DEADLINE: Sunday June 16th at midnight.

Appendix D
Rubric: Animal Migration
ACHIEVEMENT
LEVEL

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR

05-09

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the
descriptors below.

10-12

The student:
• Has difficulty understanding and following the instructions given for the
project.
• Makes a limited attempt to elaborate appropriately an oral report. Poor
use of technology (Prezi).
• Makes a limited attempt to develop a Prezi presentation to support
their oral report.
• Makes a limited attempt to communicate information containing
relevant ideas to the theme.
• Uses limited vocabulary and grammatical structures, with frequent
errors.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with many errors, making
understanding difficult throughout the exchange.
• Makes a limited attempt to use language to suit the context.

13-15

The student:
• Shows understanding and covers some of the main instructions given
for the project.
• Elaborates with a limited range of familiar vocabulary; some
information is not in context. Limited use of technology.
• Communicates some information containing relevant ideas according
to the topic. Develops a Prezi presentation to support their oral report,
but many topics are irrelevant.
• Uses a basic range of vocabulary and grammatical structures, with
some inappropriate word choice and errors.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with some errors, some of which
make understanding difficult.
• Uses some language to suit the context.

16-18

The student:
• Covers most of the information required for the project.
• Responds appropriately to different requirements for their oral report

and uses the Prezi presentation to support it.
• Usually interacts using structured exchanges in a fluent way. Adequate
use of technology.
• Communicates ample information containing relevant ideas and some
details of the theme.
• Makes good use of a basic range of vocabulary and grammatical
structures, generally accurately.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with some errors, though these do
not interfere with comprehensibility.
• Usually uses language to suit the context.
19-20

The student:
• Shows understanding of information in relation to the project.
• Responds appropriately to requirements of an oral report and uses the
Prezi presentation to reinforce it.
• Interacts in well-structured exchanges during the process of the oral
presentation. Appropriate use of technology.
• Communicates substantial information containing relevant ideas and
some details in direct connection to the main theme.
• Makes excellent use of a basic range of vocabulary and grammatical
structures, generally accurately.
• Uses clear pronunciation and intonation, which makes communication
easy.
• Uses language to suit the context.

Oral Task: Oral Report with Prezi
Theme: “Animal Migration”
Description of the Project:
You will work in groups to develop a Prezi presentation about an animal and its
specific migration route. Describe the animal main features, its migration route,
interesting data about it and if it’s in danger of extinction give reasons why.
Remember to include bibliography properly. Use your Prezi to support your Oral
report.
Project timeline:
1. Get in groups and prepare your Project outline. Present it for feedback.
2. Choose the animal you will talk about. (remember to describe its migration
clearly).

3. Prepare your prezi.
4. Present it in class to receive feedback.
5. Share your link in prezi and in our blog.
Deadline: Tuesday, April 15th by midnight.
Good Luck in your projects!

Appendix E
Rubric: Online Magazine
MARKS
05-09
10-12

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR
The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors
below.
The student:
• Has difficulty understanding basic facts, main ideas and supporting
details in the main sections and articles of the online magazine.
• Has difficulty recognizing basic aspects of format and style of an online
magazine.
• Makes a limited attempt to engage with the task through participation
during feedback and lab sessions and/or makes limited use of technology.

13-15

• Shows limited understanding of the task as a whole and does not express
point of view clearly.
The student:
• Identifies some basic facts, and main ideas in the material provided as a
sample and tries to apply it in their own online magazine.
• Recognizes some basic aspects of format and style, and attempts to
follow through with the theme of their choice.
• Occasionally engages with the task through articles and tools applied
during the task. Makes a limited use of technology.

16-18

• Shows some understanding of the task as a whole.
The student:
• Identifies most key ideas and details in the material provided for the
specific task.
• Recognizes most basic aspects of format and style, and elaborates
personal proposal clearly.
• Usually engages with the task during feedback sessions. Shows an
adequate use of technology.

19-20

• Shows considerable understanding of the content of the task as a whole.
The student:
• Identifies basic features of an online magazine and prepares an original
proposal for their own project.
• Engages with the task by identifying ideas, opinions and by making
substantial connections material provided in class. Uses technology to

improve his proposal.
• Shows thorough understanding of the task as a whole.

Oral Task: Online magazine
Description of the Project:
You will work individually to develop an online magazine using past articles and
writing new ones when necessary. Choose a theme for your magazine and work
on it in issu.com. Remember to consider main features in a regular magazine such
as: cover, Ads, pictures with captions and sections.
Project timeline:
1. Choose a theme for your magazine.
2. Visit issu.com to get familiar with the site.
3. Present the first version of your magazine in class to receive feedback.
4. Edit your magazine and remember to include a cover and Ads.
5. Share your magazine and remember to copy the link

Deadline: Tuesday, April 15th by midnight.

Good Luck with your projects!

Appendix F
Rubric: E-portfolio
MARKS
LEVEL DESCRIPTOR
05-09 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors
below.
10-12 The student:
• Has difficulty understanding basic facts, main ideas and supporting details in
the main purpose of the e-portfolio.
• Has difficulty recognizing basic aspects of format and style, and analysis of
different tasks through a final report.
• Makes a limited attempt to engage with the task through comments,
opinions and participation during the semester; makes minimal connections
with own experiences and attitudes.

13-15

• Shows limited understanding of the task as a whole and is not able to draw
final conclusions clearly.
The student:
• Identifies some basic facts, and main ideas in the analysis of his e-portfolio.
• Recognizes some basic aspects of format and style, and analysis of different
tasks.
• Occasionally engages with the task by identifying ideas, stating opinions and
making some suggestions to improve during the final report.

16-18

• Shows some understanding of the task as a whole.
The student:
• Identifies most basic facts, and elements of the e-portfolio.
• Recognizes most basic aspects of format and style, and analysis of different
tasks.
• Usually engages with the task by expressing ideas, and opinions clearly;
and showing good analytical skills in the final report.

19-20

• Shows considerable understanding of the content of the task as a whole
making effective suggestions to improve outcome.
The student:
• Identifies basic facts, more complex ideas and supporting details, and draws
conclusions during the final report.
• Engages with the task by identifying ideas, opinions and by making
important reflections on his own performance.

• Shows thorough understanding of the task as a whole.

Written Task: E-portfolio
Description of the Project:
The e-portfolio (also known as the TB) is the final task of the semester which
weighs 20% of the total grade. It is a critical analysis of all the tasks carried out
during the semester and the way they were developed by the students.
Each student should evaluate his own dedication to the course tasks in terms of
message organization (order of ideas and connection between them; relation
between ideas and the topic mentioned), format (respect the word limit, paragraph
division and order) and language (grammar and sentence construction).
The analysis will be presented in the form of a report of 300-350 words
Project timeline:
1. Copy the links of all your tasks in your personal files. Click on “Información
General” in the file labeled “E-portfolio”. Inside you will find your personal
files.
2. Upload the final report with the analysis of your tasks with your name.
3. Send a mail to the teacher to tell her your file is ready. Email:
4. Be sure to upload your documents on time.

Deadline: Sunday June 29th by midnight
Good Luck!

Report Sample 1:
Final Report of Business English 1
As we know. Business English I has motivated all the students to develop many capacities
and skills through the fifteen weeks it has took. For this reason, in this composition, i will
detail my personal experience during the course focused on the realization of the different
activities that help me to improve my writing, speaking and organization skills to get the
goals proposed. Below i will detail the tasks i liked do more and do least and why i
classified them in that category.
Firstly, the task i found more difficult to do was the news report on video, because that task
combined the creativity, capacity of report a new like in the news, the vocabulary to use on
the report, the fluency of the speaking, the coordination between the new and the speaking
and the skill of edit a video, which i found the most difficult because i did not know how to
edit a video. To improve that task, I wish i knew how to edit videos better and how to
make some effects on the video and sound. Secondly, the task i liked to do more was the
virtual magazine, because i used all my creativity on it, i chose the topic i wanted to write
about, also it was easier to do in comparison to other tasks because in internet are many
images and photos to choose, and finally, the virtual magazine was made at the end like i
wanted at the beginning of the project. The only difficult on this task was the time because
it demands many hours of dedication and realization.
In conclusion, all the tasks during the English Business course have had different levels of
difficulty and goals, which allowed the develop of writing, speaking, redaction, vocabulary,
etc.,for this reason, i consider that i improved my skills and capacities in english thanks to
the different tasks i made during the course and i realized that i need to improve my time
management to do future tasks along my career.
Ramiro La Noire

Report Sample 2:

Report on Business English activities
Introduction
Business English 1 let me improve my English more than I expected, not only for its syllabus we
developed but also for its forums, the news report and the magazine I did.
Child labour forum
The first forum was about child labour. I found it difficult because I didn’t know the reality of some
places abroad. However, this forum encourages me to find information about it. I learnt new
vocabulary, shared different opinion with my partners and also, and I think more important, I
enriched my cultural level. Now I can talk to anyone about child labour thanks to this forum.
Travel nightmares forum
The second forum was about travel nightmares. To participate in this second forum we had to
watch a video. It made me fell crazy at first because I couldn’t understand anything; they spoke
very fast. However, having watched it many times, I could understand. As part of the course, this
forum let me improve my listening. I got better greats on the course after this second forum.
News Report
We also developed a News report. It was about a natural event. We had to record us on a video
and explained the natural event we had chosen. I found this activity very useful. It not only helped
me to learn new vocabulary but also improved my English pronunciation because as I recorded
myself many times I tried to do better in each recording. I could say that I improved my oral skills
expression thanks to this activity.
E - Magazine
Finally, I did a virtual magazine, which I consider was my best project. This activity let me improve
my reading because to star writing my magazine I had to search information first, then select the
aim ideas and put those in order making a well structure. What is more, I learnt idioms expression
which I loved. They make my English sounds more American.
Recommendations
I recommend that Business English activities should have more listening activities. It would
encourage more students to do the course and be confidence of themselves in English.

Student: Georgth Matos

Appendix G
Rubric: Radio Show
ACHIEVEMENT
LEVEL

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR

05-09

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the
descriptors below.

10-12

The student:
• Has difficulty understanding and following the instructions given
for the project.
• Makes a limited attempt to elaborate appropriately dialogues in a
radio show.
• Makes a limited attempt to use technology accordingly.
• Makes a limited attempt to communicate information containing
relevant ideas to the story told and according to the topic they
have chosen for their show.
• Uses limited vocabulary and grammatical structures, with
frequent errors.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with many errors, making
understanding difficult throughout the exchange.
• Makes a limited attempt to use language to suit the context.

13-15

The student:
• Shows understanding and covers some of the main instructions
given for the project.
• Elaborates some simple dialogues in a limited range of familiar
vocabulary; some dialogues are not in context.
• Limited use of technology with limited attempt to improve it.
• Uses a basic range of vocabulary and grammatical structures,
with some inappropriate word choice and errors.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with some errors, some of
which make understanding difficult.
• Uses some language to suit the context.

16-18

The student:
• Covers most of the information required for the project.
• Responds appropriately to different requirements of a radio
show and its main themes.
• Mostly good use of technology.

• Communicates ample information containing relevant ideas and
some details of the story.
• Makes good use of a basic range of vocabulary and grammatical
structures, generally accurately.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with some errors, though
these do not interfere with comprehensibility.
• Usually uses language to suit the context.
19-20

The student:
• Shows understanding of information in relation to the project.
• Responds appropriately to requirements of a radio show and its
main theme.
• Appropriate use of technology.
• Communicates substantial information containing relevant ideas
and some details in direct connection to the main theme of the
radio show.
• Makes excellent use of a basic range of vocabulary and
grammatical structures, generally accurately.
• Uses clear pronunciation and intonation, which makes
communication easy.
• Uses language to suit the context.

Oral Task: Short Film
Description of the Project:
You will work in groups to develop a radio show based on any of the examples we
have seen in class. Be sure to include the main features of the genre you chose
and to use technology appropriately. Remember to develop a script before you
start recording your radio show and be careful with the audio.
Project timeline:
1. Get in groups and prepare your script. Present the script for correction and
feedback.
2. Choose the kind of radio show you will like to develop and be sure to
consider its main features.
3. Record your radio show in an appropriate location (consider location,
silence, quality of audio, etc) If it is necessary record it more than once and
use any audio effects necessary.

4. Present the first version of your radio show in class to receive feedback.
5. Edit your radio show and remember to include an opening for its
presentation and a closure, as in the radio shows we saw in class.
6. Share your podcast and remember to copy the link
Deadline: Tuesday, April 15th by midnight.

Good Luck in your projects!
Prof. Marjorie Hernandez

Rubric: Poe Quest
GRADE

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR

05-09

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the
descriptors below.

10-12

The student:
• Has difficulty understanding basic facts, main instructions and
details related to the project.

• Has difficulty recognizing basic aspects of format and style
required for a shared Prezi presentation.

• Makes a limited attempt to engage with the task through
participation within schedule; makes minimal attempt of
personalization.

• Shows limited understanding of the task as a whole and does not
participates actively in the exchange of information.
13-15

The student:
• Identifies some basic facts, main instructions and details related to
the project.

• Recognizes some basic aspects of format and style, required for a

shared Prezi presentation.

• Occasionally engages with the task by identifying new ideas,
stating opinions and making some attempt of personalization.

• Shows some understanding of the task as a whole sharing some
interesting facts about the author and his work.
16-18

The student:
• Identifies most basic facts, main ideas and details related to the
project.

• Recognizes most basic aspects of format and style, required for a
shared Prezi presentation.

• Usually engages with the task by expressing ideas, and opinions
clearly; and making a clear attempt of personalization.

• Shows considerable understanding of the task as a whole and
shares interesting and refreshing facts about the author and his
work.

19-20

The student:
• Identifies more complex ideas and supporting details, and details
related to the project. Also, presents contributions to the original
proposal.

• Engages with the task by identifying ideas, opinions and by making
substantial connections with own experiences

• Shows thorough understanding of the task as a whole and
enriches the whole projects with the contributions made.

Written task 1: Poe Quest
Topic: Shared Prezi project.
Description of the Project:
For this project you will have to open a Prezi account in the following link :
https://prezi.com/login/?next=http%3A%2F%2Fprezi.com%2Fyour%2F
Then you will take part in a shared Prezi project as part of the class. You have to
participate every week adding an interesting fact about Edgar Allan Poe’s life and
work.
Poe Quest: https://prezi.com/login/?next=http%3A%2F%2Fprezi.com%2Fyour%2F
Every contribution will be carefully revised so be sure to write the link of your
source in the Bibliography section with your name in parenthesis. Remember
repeated contributions will be deleted, so read you classmates’ comments before
adding yours. There will be a unique lab session to explain how to work on this part
of the project.
Project timeline:
1. Instructions for the Poe Quest are provided during class.
2. 1 lab session of practice.
3. Advance will be graded after every participation.
4. There must be at least one participation per week.

DEADLINE:
Good Luck!

Appendix H
Rubric: Short Film
ACHIEVEMENT
LEVEL

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR

05-09

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the
descriptors below.

10-12

The student:
• Has difficulty understanding and following the instructions given
for the project.
• Makes a limited attempt to elaborate appropriate dialogues in a
short film.
• Makes a limited attempt to interact naturally.
• Makes a limited attempt to communicate information containing
relevant ideas to the story told and according to the genre they
have chosen.
• Uses limited vocabulary and grammatical structures, with
frequent errors.
• Makes a poor use of technology.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with many errors, making
understanding difficult throughout the exchange.
• Makes a limited attempt to use language to suit the context.

13-15

The student:
• Shows understanding and covers some of the main instructions
given for the project.
• Elaborates some simple dialogues in a limited range of familiar
vocabulary; some dialogues are not in context.
• Communicates some information containing relevant ideas
according to the genre of their short film.
• Uses a basic range of vocabulary and grammatical structures,
with some inappropriate word choice and errors.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with some errors, some of
which make understanding difficult.
• Makes some use of technology to suit the task.
• Uses some language to suit the context.

16-18

The student:
• Responds appropriately to different requirements of a short film

and its genre.
• Usually interacts using structured exchanges in a fluent way.
• Communicates ample information containing relevant ideas and
some details of the story.
• Makes good use of a basic range of vocabulary and
grammatical structures, generally accurately.
• Uses pronunciation and intonation with some errors, though
these do not interfere with comprehensibility.
• Makes a good use of technology to improve task.
• Usually uses language to suit the context.
19-20

The student:
• Shows understanding of information in relation to the project.
• Responds appropriately to requirements of a short film and its
genre.
• Interacts in well-structured exchanges during the process of the
film.
• Communicates substantial information containing relevant ideas
and some details in direct connection to the main theme of the
short film and its genre.
• Makes excellent use of a basic range of vocabulary and
grammatical structures, generally accurately.
• Uses clear pronunciation and intonation, which makes
communication easy.
• Uses language to suit the context.

Oral Task: Short Film
Description of the Project:
You will work in groups to develop a short film based on any of the film genres we
have seen in class. Be sure to include the main features of each genre and to use
technology appropriately. Remember to develop a script before you start shooting
your short film and try to choose locations carefully.
Project timeline:
1.
Get in groups and prepare your script. Present the script for correction and
feedback.

2.
Choose the genre you will like to develop and be sure to consider its main
features.
3.
Record your short film in an appropriate location (consider location, silence,
quality of audio, etc.) If it is necessary record it more than once.
4.

Present the first version of your short film in class to receive feedback.

5.
Edit your short film and remember to include an opening for your short film
and credits.
6.

Upload your video in YouTube and remember to copy the link

Deadline: Tuesday, April 15th by midnight.

Appendix I:
Rubric: Glogster
GRADE
05-09
10-12

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR
The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors
below.
The student:
• Has difficulty understanding basic facts, main instructions and details related
to the project.
• Has difficulty recognizing basic aspects of format and style required to
prepare a Glosgter.
• Makes a limited attempt to engage with the task through participation within
schedule; makes minimal attempt of personalization.

13-15

• Shows limited understanding of the task as a whole and does not convey the
message clearly.
The student:
• Identifies some basic facts, main instructions and details related to the
project.
• Recognizes some basic aspects of format and style, required to create a good
Glosgter.
• Occasionally engages with the task by identifying ideas, stating opinions and
making some attempt of personalization.

16-18

• Shows some understanding of the task as a whole.
The student:
• Identifies most basic facts, main ideas and details related to the project.
• Recognizes most basic aspects of format and style, required to create an
effective and unique Glosgter.
• Usually engages with the task by expressing ideas, and opinions clearly; and
making a clear attempt of personalization.

19-20

• Shows considerable understanding of the task as a whole.
The student:
• Identifies basic facts, more complex ideas and supporting details, and details
related to the project. Also, presents contributions to the original proposal.
• Engages with the task by identifying ideas, opinions and by making
substantial connections with own perspective and point of view.
• Shows thorough understanding of the task as a whole.

Option 1: Glogster
Topic: Tell us about your favorite movie. Description of the Project:
For this project you will have to open a Glogster account in the following link :
http://edu.glogster.com/?ref=com
Then you can start creating your glogster about the topic mentioned above. Be sure to explore the
tool before you start with the project and remember to include a summary of the plot (don’t give
away the ending!) the cast, main characters (good and evil), interesting details about it, the trailer
and some pictures. Finally write a bibliography (webliography) with the list of websites where you
found the information. There will be 2 lab sessions to work on it in class.
Project timeline:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Instructions for the Glogster are provided during class.
2 lab sessions are scheduled.
Advance will be graded after every session.
The link of your glogster will be sent to the teacher by mail.

DEADLINE: Sunday Sept 21st midnight.
Good Luck!
Option 2: Glogster
Topic: Tell us about your favorite, band singer or song. We want to know as much as possible
about it, the background, the beginnings, the singles, the awards, every single detail you can
imagine.
Description of the Project:
For this project you will have to open a Glogster account in the following link :
http://edu.glogster.com/?ref=com
Then you can start creating your glogster about the topic mentioned above. Be sure to explore the
tool before you start with the project and remember to include a video and pictures of your band
to ensure anyone will get the information you are sharing. Finally include a bibliography
(webliography) with the list of websites where you found the information. There will be 2 lab
sessions to work on it in class.
Project timeline:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Instructions for the Glogster are provided during class.
2 lab sessions are scheduled.
Advance will be graded after every session.
The link of your glogster will be sent to the teacher by mail.

DEADLINE: Sunday Sept 21st midnight.
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